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Introduction

In this lesson, | will give you a list of the words most like-
ly to cause pronunciation problems.

The list is based on:

my experience of teaching English in China

my close listening to people from different countries
speaking English on TV, radio and ’in the street’

my research.

It is not a comprehensive list.

As | hear more mispronounced words, | will update the
list for future versions of this Course

| have grouped the words according to different national-
ities.
There may be overlap.

So, iif you see your nationality here, do not restrict your-
self to your nationality’s list of words.



Check them all.

See which words or phrases that you may have prob-
lems pronouncing correctly.

Remember to use the Practice Method

| shall be organising the word lists in exactly the same
way | taught you in The Method.

Of course, when you transfer the words into your note-
book, you will know how to practice them.



China

usually fju:zu a li/ (not ‘urally’)
measure / me3 ar/

puddle /pad al/ (not ‘pu-doll’)
ashamed o [extmd/ (not ‘a-shammed’)
actually [k tfu a li/

fill /f1l/

feel ffil/

fulfill [ful f1l/

ship /[1p/

sheep /fi.p/

says /sez/ (not to rhyme with ‘days’)



world

cookies

casually

oversized

poll  (noun)

poll (verb)

while

delicious

dull

pull

whistle

/ws:ld/  (not ‘walled’)
[ kuk iz/
/kee3.ju.a.li/

[ouve saizd/

[paul/
/paul/

/wail/

/d1'l1f.es/

/dnal/

/pul/

/wis.al/

(not ‘dau’)



bulb

bugs

oral

discuss

discus

practically

audio

explain

principle

principal

disgusted

all

/bAlb/

/bagz/

['2:.ral/

/d1 skas/

/' dis kas/

['preek t1 kal.i/

['2:di au/

1k sple1in/

/'prin se pal/

/'prin se pal/

/d1s gas tid/

(/o:l/ UK)  Ja:l/ (US)



quilt

smile

bulk

bowl

thanks

groove

grove

couple

south

twinkle

angle

/kwilt/

/smail/

/bAIK/

/baul/

/0zenks/

/gru:v/

/greuv/

/"' knp al/

/[sauB/

/twin kal/

[een gal/



angel

sleep

shell

launch

lunch

compromise

promise

laughter

daughter

length

margin

fein d3al/

/sli:p/

ffell

/1o:ntf/

/Innt|/

/kom pre maiz/

/prom 1s/

/la:f tor/

/do: tor/

/len®/

/ma: dzin/



mortgage /mo: g1d3/

try [tra1/
violence /vare lans/
wireless /waie las/
wall /wo:l/

Some notes about some of the above words:

South and mouth, but ‘couth’ is different; it's pro-
nounced ‘kooth’ to rhyme with ‘tooth’.

Change the beginning letter of words to add more
words.

‘Puddle’ — cuddle, huddle, muddle.
The ‘-dle’ is the problem sound. It's not ‘doll’)

So, practice with ‘middle’, ‘fiddle’, ‘diddle’ etc.



‘Bulk’ — hulk and sulk.

‘Fill” — bill, dill, gill, hill, Jill, kill, mill, nil, pill, quill, rill, sill,
till, will.

Practice saying the words in these sentences.

What time do you usually go to bed?

Measure the room to find the length.

There is always a puddle of water there after rain.

| am ashamed of my poor test results.

Had anyone actually told her that?

Fill in that hole please.

You must fulfil your obligations.

| feel wonderful.



We crossed the sea in a big ship.

Australia has many sheep.

Where in the world do you live?

| love eating cookies.

It's OK to be casually dressed.

The coat doesn’t fit me because it's oversized.

The results of the poll show who won.

My neighbour wants to build a wall.

He worked while his son played.

This apple is delicious.

The light in here is dull.



Pull the window shade down.

Whistle while you work.

The light bulb was broken when | opened the box.

We are glad we’ve fixed the bugs in the program be-
cause the online oral English test is next week.

Can we discuss the training program for the discus
throwers?

We have practically finished here.

Try turning up the audio, | can’t hear the music.

Please explain the principle to the principal again.

We are disgusted with all of you.

Your beautiful quilt made me smile.



It's much better to buy in bulk.

I’ll have a bowl of rice, thanks.

Feel the groove.

What a lovely couple!

North and south.

My grandmother still has a twinkle in her eye.

The wall meets the floor at a ninety degree angle.

Curl up and go to sleep.

| shall show you my sea shell.

She’ll launch the ship after lunch.

We have a huge mortgage on our house.



Instead of arguing, they should compromise.

Promise me you will do it tomorrow.

My loud laughter woke my lovely daughter from her
sleep.

There is no margin for error.

No thanks.

Many news stories about violence are heard on the
wireless and seen on television.



India

bury /ber.i/

dengue /den.gi/

women /wim.in/
heart /ha:t/
tomb /tu:m/

rendezvous /ron.de1.vu./

asthma /aes.ma/

Wednesday /wenz.der/

gauge /ge1d3/

bowl /baul/

(not ‘beury’)

(not ‘den-gew’)

(not ‘woo-men’)

(not ‘hurt’)

(not ‘tom-b’)

(not ‘ren -des -voos’)

(not ‘as-tha-ma’)

(not ‘Wed-nes-day’)

(not ‘gow-je’)

(not ‘ba-ool’)



sour [sauar/ (not ‘saar’)

police /pa’li:s/ (not ‘poo - leece’)
suite [swi:t/ (not ‘suit’)

cache [keef/ (not ‘cash-ay’)
hyperbole /ha1'p3:.bal.i/ (not ‘hyper-bowl’)
mischievous  /mis.tf1.vas/ (not ‘mis-chee-vee-
us’)

meme /mi:m/ (not ‘me-me’ / mem’)
February [feb.ru.or.i/ (not ‘Feb-yoo-a-ree’)

pronunciation /pre nan.si'er.fJen/  (not ‘pro-nounsi-ay
-shun’)

almond /a. mand/ (not ‘aal-mund’)



very fver i/ (not ‘wery’)

Most words that begin with ‘w’ - window, well, will, etc,
are mispronounced as ‘vindow’, ‘vell’, ‘vill’).

Afghanistan

online /on lain/ (not ‘onlarn’)
very Iver i/ (not ‘wery)
easy fi. zi/ (not ‘erzy’)
millions /mil jonz/ (not ‘mil-yons’)
joined /d3o1nd/

communicate /ka mju: n1 keit/

however / hau ev.or/



change/changed [tfeind3/ /tfeind3zd/

arrange/arranged le'reind3/ /a'reindzd/
exchange /1ks tfeind3/
world (not ‘word’) fw3s:1d/

thousands (not ‘tousands’) / Bau zandz/

maybe /me1 bi/

package (not ‘packedge’) /paek 1d3/

you tube (not ‘toob’) /ju: tfu:b/ (UK) /ju: tu:b/ (US)

platforms (not ‘pletforms)  /plaet fo.mz/

messenger /'mes.in.d3zar/ (not ‘mess-enjer’ - stress
on ‘mess’)

dead /ded/ head /hed/ (not ‘deed’ ‘heed’)



epitome  /1'pit.e.mi/ (not ‘ep-i-tome’)

ghaw /no:/ (not ‘g-naw’)
pizza /pi:t.saf (not ‘pi-za’)

monk /mank/ (not ‘mawnk’)
genre /30Nn.ra/ (not ‘jen-ner’ or ‘jen-ree)
all [o:1/ (UK) la:l/ (US)

pacific /pa sif.1k/

profitably  /prof 1 ta bli/

undoubtedly  /an dau tid li/

probably /prob a bli/ (not ‘prolly’ or ‘probly’)

urgency /3.d3 en si/ (not or-gency)



wood /wud/

would fwud/
woman /'wusm an/
stools [stu:lz/
schools Isku:lz/
fools ffu:lz/
mosaic /mau’zer 1k/
endless /end las/

groundless /graund les/

effortless /ef ot los/

errors ['er oarz/

terrors ['ter arz/



Conclusion

In this lesson, | have given you lists of difficult words to
pronounce.

| have tried to group them under several nationalities.

The words are grouped, based on my experience, my
research, and from listening to various people speak.

The aim is to provide a starting point for you.

Begin by saying these words to learn the words you
might need to practise first.

In one section, | provided sentences using many of
those words.

Those sentences might uncover other words you need
to work on.

Make sure to use the Method to practise your pronunci-
ation.



When you are ready, tap or click here...

Look for the next lesson

It's called Stresses and Rhythm


https://www.apexenglishtutoring.com.au/pronunciation-extra-resources
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